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Arabic is composed of 2, 3, and sometimes 4 letter words. Most words can be traced back to a 3-
letter root, which is the basis for a family of words each with related meanings. Take the English word
paint. It acts as a base for many other nouns (things), verbs (actions), and even adjectives (qualities)
through a little manipulation, e.g. painter, painted, and painterly etc. The study of how words are
adapted into different patterns like this to alter their meaning is called morphology. There are
thousands of roots in Arabic that students can encounter during their study, though as with any
language, some words and patterns are much more frequent than others, and should be memorised
first to help understand the language faster.

An important difference between English and Arabic is in the way words are classified.
Grammatically, Arabic words all fall into three categories: ism (nouns, adjectives, determiners, and
adverbs), fi'l (verbs), and harf ‘particles’ (prepositions and conjunctions). Additionally to this, Arabic
nouns and verbs will very often be combined with prefixes (at the beginning) that attach a preposition
or conjunction, or suffixes (at the end) that expresses the word's relationship with a another object or
person.

The following lessons - adapted by Torbay Islamic Centre from Linguistic Miracle - cover the vast
majority of classical Arabic grammar rules, and are designed for those who already have a steady
ability to read Arabic with vowel markings, though cannot understand it. By focusing on one lesson a
day, taking in all the content (down to every detail) of the lesson table carefully, students should be
able to grasp all the basic and intermediate rules of the language in less than two weeks. Each lesson
gives learners a stronger and stronger feel for how the Arabic language works, making it easier to
listen to and understand the Quran, Hadiths, and Arabic speech.
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LESSON 1. 3-LETTER WORDS

Summary: Most words in Arabic are made up of 3 root letters. These words may be nouns (doers/
ones done to), or verbs (actions). The 3 letters will have taskil markings on them telling us if the word
is a noun, a verb, or something else:

Table 1: 3-Letter Word Patterns

maf'il yaf‘alu

one done to he does

Notes:

* Some Arabic words can even be made of 4 root letters. However, such instances are so rare that it
is best to memorise them as you encounter them

Practice the patterns with:

S0 S hd(withess); Jw @ gt/ (kill); Jigw s -/ (ask)
E.g.:

STENIENE
* Saala sailun bi'avabin wagi'. {70:1}

BLUE: taskil marking varies from root to root 4



LESSON 2. 2-LETTER VERBS

Summary: Some verbs (actions) in Arabic are made up of 2 letters. These are called &jwaf ‘hollow’
verbs, because in reality they do have a middle root letter (either [g] Wau, or [g] Y&) which is so often
invisible besides in their present and command tense form:

Table 2: 2-Letter Verb Patterns

PRESENT

SPECIAL

Ja

qol

say! he sa_ys he said
- (1] - 9 S - . 9 r.
J9 | Osdgar lolls
qila yaquluna qolu
it was said they say they said

Notes:

* When the middle root letter is [g] Y4, the first 4 of the present tense forms you see in the table
would be I instead, and the u of the special command tense form in the table would be j instead

Practice the patterns with:

26w S[i]r(90); »9& q[ul m(stand); g s @ b [i] “(trade)
E.g.:

Gkt 22 6 2T L Y 2 Ja )
* Waiva gila lahum |a tufsidd. fi© “lardi golla innama nahnu muslihan {2:11}

BLUE: taskil marking varies from root to root 5



LESSON 3. 1-LETTER PREFIXES

Summary: Although most Arabic words come from 3 root letters, it can be difficult to identify what
these letters are on a word with other letters attached at the beginning (prefixes). Learning the most
common prepositions, conjunctions, etc (called ‘particles’ in Arabic) that are attached to words can
boost knowledge of Arabic grammar and accelerate the understanding of the rest of of the language:

Table 3: 1-Letter Prefix Meanings

EXAMPLE

‘ MEANING | PREFIX

... they sure (would have) found many a discrepency (with)in it

dallz Kl REN| a'
.. atattacivu dsndman- dlihatan ... {6:...74...} ';'
... "Do you hold to idols (as) deities?" ...
s. gﬁ-j‘l 9&}&” 9599 o N a’
La yahzunuhumu “Ifaza'u “lakbaru... {21:103..} =
The greatest terror is not to upset them ... .er/est
2230 a3 Ul iy bi
Bismi " llahi “rRohmaéni “rRobim {1:1} ) .f;.
By God the Caretaker and Caregiver's Name: wit
09 2% oE@A_ 5 o _7_.
Aol lghiyld s Selsg fa
Waja-at sayyaroturi fadrsalii. waridahum... {21:103...} -
And a travelling group came, so they sent their water-boy ... so/;
‘:I‘o“:..\‘éil’so‘o‘i l,'
Alhamdu liLIzhi Robbi “I'dlamin- {1:2} -
[The] commends are God's - Master of [the] Worlds, to/'s
RPRIEE P PR E] la
.. lawajadii. fihi “ctildfan kafiro a {4:...82} . ;;'
u




Notes:

* It is worth memorising every detail of this table on Arabic prefixes to avoid getting caught out by
similar looking situations. For example, the &... used to turn a statement into a yes/no question is
only found at the very beginning of Arabic sentences, while the &... used to make a particular quality
(adjective) more intense (superlative) is put right at the beginning of that word

* There are many more prefixes and suffixes in Arabic that alter the way verbs (actions) look to give
more information about the subject/object (doers/ones done to). These are explained in other

lessons

Orebd 156 37 19338 001353 35
rubama yawaddu “llavina kafari. lau kand. muslimin® {15:2}
Perhaps the ones (who) deny [will] desire that they had been submitters

mu...

..er

854 24| sl s
Kitdbun anzalndhu ilaika mubéaroku.... {38:28...)
A text which We lowered to you is (being) kept to...

mu...
..ed

a2 8 Sie iS5 T6dd A3 o
Yabanié Adama cuvil. zinatakum ‘inda kulli masjidin ... {7:31...}
Dear children of Adam, take up your attire among each prayer-place ...

ma...

place/time

155 § ghlall
.. almisbahu fie zujajatin ... {24:..35..}
... the light-source (being) in glass ...

mi...

tool

Mina “ljinnati wa. nnas {144:6}
From (among) [the] jin and [the] people

wa...

and/while

Cg}iﬁ 9\3 E'Tl..i.l'lé
Wa ssama-i vati ‘Iburdj {85:1}
By the sky (full) of constellations

wa...
(I swear) by

R Bt N R
sw9e2 )38 e Ei oS
... lumma jita 'alaé qodarin ydMiisaé {20....40}
You then came under an arrangement, (My) dear Moses.

ya...

dear




LESSON 4. PAST TENSE VERBS

Summary: In Arabic past tense verbs (actions), the subject (doer) is mentioned at the end of the word.
The number of subjects can also be expressed as 1 (singular), 2 (dual), or at least 3 (plural):

Table 4: Past Tense Verb Patterns ROOT: & y u2 d r b (hit)

PLURAL (3+) | DUAL (2) |SINGULAR (1) PERSON

y " 4o5 /Gl
dorobna dorobi ana/nahn
we hit | hit I/we
U R R R P [ VR Ao
=9 - - J = 90F - 90F
& " ,c M.Jo O .J‘ Yol el
dorobtum/nna| dorobtuma | dorobta/t iqt“{énilér;tumé
. . . antum/antunn@
vou all hit you both hit you hit you/you both/you all
] u ] - .
- - -
9=y 7P | e | shiiase
dorobt doroba dorob® | pyweshumashum
they hit they both hit he hit he/they both/they
- 0o_ = 15328 °o - =
] - (1] - (1] -
V=€ Sadiie ¥ A Lo l\as /o
dorobn? dorobata dorobat | pivashumashunn
they hit they both hit she hit she/they both/they

Notes:

* The ...afound at the end of plural 3 person (‘they’) verbs in Arabic is silent (not pronounced)

PINK: Feminine



LESSON 5. PRESENT/FUTURE TENSE VERBS

Summary: In Arabic, present/future tense verbs, the subject (doer) is mentioned at the beginning of
the word. Suffixes (endings) can also be added to express a plural number of subjects:

Table 5: Present/Future Tense Verb Patterns ROOT: & y & drb (hit)
EXAMPLES | PLURAL | ROOT PRESENT| FUTURE
o
adribu 9 . -
hit / e )
-
saadribv dribv sa...
L will hit hit o Will .
drib s. %
nadripy : -
we hit / ryd =
-
sanadribv dribv sa...
we will hit hit - will ...
tadriby 70 | G -
you/she hit U | Do =
tadribn? na dribu sa...
they hit they hit - will ...
dribu g st
vadri : : -
A hit V9= Ie .
-
vadribiin? una dribu sa...
they hit they hit . will

Notes:

* The ta... prefix can mean ‘you' or ‘she’. The much more common meaning is ‘you’, and this is what
should be assumed, unless the context indicates that the sentence is about a female.

BLUE: taskil marking varies from root to root 9 PINK: Feminine



LESSON 6. VERB FORMS

Summary: There are many ways of morphing a verb (action) in Arabic to alter its basic meaning.
These variants can be used to express for example a strengthening of the action, or more information
about the object (one done to). Out of the 15 possible forms in total, only the first 10 are common
enough to be worth memorising:

Table 6: Verb Form Patterns

ROOT: J ¢ < f 1 (do)

FORM | TYPICAL MEANINGS ‘VERBALNOUN‘ PRESENT

I 0 o I - e, I - e
1 Basic form (NOT FIXED) YAF'ALU FA'ALA
| E.G. to do
katb katubu kataba
writing he writes he wrote
CAUSATIVE %z Sw oy P
2 E.G. to make to do Jﬂ@-ﬂ-‘ Jm-‘ J’s
INTENSIVE TAF'IL YUFA"ILU FA"ALA
I E.G. to really do
REPETITIVE ta'lim yu'allimu ‘allama
E.G. to keep doing teaching he teaches he taught
dlelas 1159 1214
3 s \ Jela Jels
ASSOCIATIVE MUFAALAHA/ FIAL YUFA'ILU FA'ALA
1l E.G. to do with others
qital yuqotilu qotala
fighting he fights he fought
J' e I S 9y - ‘.’El
5 d - o0 J
& CAUSATIVE IFAL YUF'ILU AFALA
WA E.G. to cause to do
icroj yueriju acroja
expulsion he expels he expelled
22z kT -3 %
5 REFLEXIVE (of form 2) d d - J
E.G. to realljz self do TAFA"UL YATAFA”ALU TAFA"ALA
Vv / to keep self doing tawakkul yatawakkalu tawakkala
entrustment he entrusts he entrusted

BLUE: taskil marking varies from root to root




Practice the patterns with:

Séia’cv(take);;de “I'm (know); J 3o n z I (lower)

Notes:

* Form 9 is quite rare, being mostly reserved for colours or defects

s <z 2 | T T-ivn
REFLEXIVE (of form 3) J‘ J" o J"
E.G. to do with each other TAFA'UL YATAFA'ALU TAFA'ALA
ta'awun yata'awanu Ta'awana
cooperation he cooperates he cooperated
- oe H : o 7- Te
REFLEXIVE Jl=al J=ao J=al
E.G. to let self do INFI'AL YANFA'ILU INFA'ALA
PASSIVE (of form 1)
E.G. to be done to inqilab yanqolibu inqolaba
S turning back he turns back he turned back
- s 9. -9
REFLEXIVE (of form 1) IFTI'AL YAFTA'ILU IFTA'ALA
E.G.to self do
ictilaf yactalifu ictalafa
difference he differs he differed
. 5 _ o @9
TRANSFORMATIVE IF'ILAL YAF'ALLU IFALLA
E.G. to become the doing
ihmiror yahmarru ihmarro
reddening he reddens he reddened
o ) o - o
REQUESTIVE J|§ el Iﬂﬂ. “ wd ln‘ Q - ol
E.G.to try to do o T o
/ to try for the dom ISTIF'AL YASTAF'ILU ISTAF'ALA
CONSIDERATIVE ) istigfar yastagfiru istagfaro
E.G. to make out as doing trying for forgivness | he tries for forgivness | he tried for forgivness




LESSON 7. 3-LETTER WORD SUMMARY

Summary: Active verbs (actions that mention the doer) in Arabic can be manipulated into passive
verbs - which hide the subject (doer). They can also be changed into nouns that describe a place
where the action is performed, a time when it is done, or a tool used to carry it out.

Table 7: 3-Letter Word Patterns Summary ROOT: & d k t b (write)

NOUNS ‘ PASSIVE VERBS ‘ ACTIVE VERBS
- - -9 - - -
) lS
katib kutiba kataba
writer it was written he wrote
99 _ 9 -2 9 989
a8 s
maktub yuktabv yaktubv
written (thing) it is being written he writes
o o) 90
;:» 9 ;ss, S ,,:,,
maktab sayuktabv sayaktubv
writing place/time (office) it will be written he will write
-9 9 o9
wlaSo S|
miktab uktub
writing tool write!

BLUE: taskil marking varies from root to root




LESSON 8. POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS

Summary: Possessive expressions show a relationship between two things with ‘of’ or “s’ (e.g. the
Book of God, or God’s Book). In Arabic, the ‘possessor’ is mentioned after the ‘possessed’. When the

possessor is a pronoun (person), it can simply be attached as a suffix of the possessed:

Table 8: Possessive Pronoun Patterns

PLURAL DUAL SINGULAR
G2~ 2
robbuna / ‘robbi
our master my master
P& 215
.J 9 3’ .J
robbulkum - - robbul:
(all) your master ,J your master
robbukuma
» P (both) your sl P
QL_’J master - .J
robbukunna robbul
(all) your master your master
s . Py
=) . 3)
robbuhum l E : - robbuhv
their master ,J his master
. s robbuhuma 5
9 L u- (both) their W
UE=3) master l'e—?.)
robbuhunna robbuha

their master

her master

| PERSON

st

PINK: Feminine



LESSON 9. DUAL/PLURAL NOUNS

Summary: All nouns (things) and adjectives (qualities) in Arabic are one of two genders - masculine or
feminine. Feminine objects often have a [d.] T4 Marbatoh at the end. The active participle (doer) form
of a word has a different sound plural suffix (ending) for each gender to describe two or more objects:

Table 9: Dual/Plural Patterns

ROOT: wsa ¢ “ b d (serve)

SUFFIX FEMININE MASCULINE |coum
= 9 o0 - 19 -
[ o.ul.: Qle :
= : Single
..unf_inf__an ‘abida v ‘abidvn
servant servant

o— 0

o loblle

o 1olale

..an'/ ..ain’ | ‘abidatani/ain’ | ‘abidani/aini
(two) servants (two) servants
- - - - - - S -
9&/35/9_91 U‘JJLC- u-blu_g.bl.c (Sound)
SC : o Plural
..una / ..ina ‘abidat ‘abidiin/in= 34
/ ...ati servants servants

Notes:

* There are also many broken plural patterns in Arabic, which are formed by inserting vowels in

between the root letters

E.g.:

[No...n nan endlng] masjid > masajid lie (prayer-places) $ahid > «ligh Suhadi (witnesses); sodiq

> dsdiqé =lswl (honest ones); miftah > mafatih 23z (keys)

kitab > kutub ».._..._< (texts); tajir > tujjar )55 (traders); golb > quldb u_g.l_'e (hearts); nahr > anhar ,ls._ﬁ

(streams);

PINK: Feminine



LESSON 10. VERB MOODS/NOUN CASES

Summary: As the order of Arabic words in a sentence is very fluid, 1 of 3 cases is marked at the end
of a noun (thing) to clarify whether it is the subject (doer), object (one done to), or ‘observer’
(secondary clause object) of an action. 1 of 3 moods is also marked at the end of a verb (action) to
mark whether it is actually happening (indicative), imaginary (subjunctive), or an instruction (jussive).

Table 10: Verb Mood/Noun Case Patterns ROOT: ,» 14 m r (command/matter)
SUFFIX | VERB MOODS NOUN CASES
LU _ _92, sg, o oE S 9 o®
1 yamur/yamurins 09300 / 3G | amren/alamre VI / 3l
9 9
-/ - . Nominative Case (Marfi'):
: . gfalfatwe Mood (Marfa"): Subject (doer)
99 +Predicate (result) of nominal sentence
: : . . . . o ¢ oF
in i amr/alamri VI / 4l
..IN@ / - z
= Genitive Case (Majrir):
O = - +Object of preposition (e.g. min, ‘alae, fi, lae)

+Possessor of possessive expression

-

7| yamuryamurd. 19306 / 306 | amrorasalamre 3031/ 130l

—C Subjunctive Mood (Mansib): Accusative Case (Mansub):
< *Hypothetical +Object (one done to) of verbal sentence

|9 o * After subjunctive particle (e.g. 4n, lan, li...) | +Adverb (describer of time/action/quality)

2
oS

|| yamur/yamuri. 19300 / 305
| 9 2 Jussive Mood (Majziim):

+Commanded
« After jussive particle (e.g. lam, 1)

Notes:

* Arabic verbs are only one of two tenses - perfect (past), and imperfect (present/future). The
imperfect tense especially refers to the future when it is preceded by sa.../saufa, or is in the
subjunctive mood. Only an imperfect tense verb can be put into different moods

* Some words in Arabic are mabnr (indeclinable), meaning their endings do not change no matter
what mood/case they are in, e.g. names like Mdsae, or particle words like min
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